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Message from 

President Cathy Hefner 

 Welcome everyone to the year of the           

2021-2022 Council on Volunteer Services 

Georgia Health Care. What an exciting time to 

be a hospital volunteer!  Hospitals are re-opening 

to welcome everyone back and once again auxiliaries can resume 

their mission.  My theme for this year “LOVE” will fit right in as we 

are spreading the LOVE! I am ready to get to work as your President 

during this time of renewal.  Lots of changes and fun times are    

coming your way. 
 

This year we will hold Spring District Mini-Conferences.  These will 

be a one-day event, with no worry about hotels and added  expenses 

to our member auxiliaries.  The COVS will host these conferences 

and those attending can come and enjoy a jammed-packed event.  

More to come as time goes on.  These mini conferences will take the 

place of our annual conference for this year. 
 

The website will continually be under construction throughout the 

first few months of this year. Adjustments will be made to offer a 

place you can get information, read the Courier, and can reach the 

Board of Management.   
 

Please be assured, the COVS is listening to you and are sympathetic 

to what is happening with our member auxiliaries throughout the 

State of Georgia. Please let us hear from you.  

Lots of new opportunities coming your way, 

and I cannot wait to share them with you.     

Enjoy the beauty of Fall and all the wonders it 

brings with it. 

November 2021 

covsgeorgia.org


    As your president-elect, it is my             

responsibility according to our bylaws to 

serve as your healthcare advocate.  I 

hope to be able to keep you updated on 

some of the issues facing us today via      

e-mails to your district directors, who will pass these on to 

your presidents and then on to you.  If you have             

information dealing with healthcare you would like shared 

with volunteers, please let me know. 

    By the time you read this, we will have completed the 

month of October and Breast Cancer Awareness Month.  

According to the National Breast Cancer Foundation, most 

breast cancers are found in women who are 50 years or 

older.  They also cite risk factors you can change: become 

physically active (women who are not physically active are 

at a higher risk of getting cancer), being overweight or 

obese after menopause, taking hormones, reproductive 

history, and drinking alcohol. We have come a long way 

towards curing breast cancer. You can start with regular 

breast exams and mammograms. 

   Flu season is upon us. Hopefully, many of you have    

received your annual flu vaccine.  If not and you are     

physically able to receive it, I encourage you to do so.  

Most pharmacists are recommending the Fluzone HD if 

you are 65 or older.  However, any of the available       

vaccines are better than none. 

   Foremost in our conversations these days is Covid and 

the vaccines and boosters.  FDA and CDC have approved 

the Pfizer booster, and it is available through your doctor 

or pharmacy; and by the time you read this, Moderna will 

most likely be available.  Research on the virus is bringing 

the latest developments daily. Take care and stay healthy. 
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On Friday, October 8, Memorial Health Meadows Hospital (Vidalia) 

Auxiliary President Lisa Parker presented a donation of $5,000 to United 

Way of Toombs, Montgomery, and Wheeler Counties. “We’re excited to be 

able to support The United Way and help meet the needs of our community 

and neighbors,” Parker said. Auxiliary members serve in various areas of the 

hospital, and their mission is to support the local hospital and  community.  

                                          Our Volunteers Around Georgia 

 

The 2021 Audit Committee was 

hard at work in September.  

Pictured are: Joan Newpeck, Sue 

Stephenson, Janet Schmidt, and 

Brenda Foy, Treasurer.  

Pictured left to right: Auxilian Billy Snell; 

United Way of Toombs, Montgomery, and 

Wheeler Counties Executive Director     

Patricia Dixon; Auxiliary President      

Lisa Parker.  

Message from President-Elect Linda Holloway 



On behalf of Wellstar Kennestone    

Hospital Volunteer Services (Marietta), 

$100,000 was recently donated to the   

Foundation. Foundation donations funded 

NICVIEW cameras and recliners for NICU, 

Biliblankets for the Mom/Baby Unit and   

developmentally appropriate toys for        

Pediatrics. Volunteer contributions target 

items supporting and enhancing patient/

people care. 
 

Wellstar Kennestone’s (Marietta) new 

ED is one year old. Because of Covid         

restrictions there was no reveling at the 

commencement and unheralded opening of 

the facility. But on the week of July 19, 

marking the first anniversary, department 

management and staff conducted unique  

pod-by-pod ribbon-cutting, and first year 

acknowledgement ceremonies, including a 

blessing. Each day, for five days, time was set 

aside for hospital staff, and other personnel, 

to visit the ED and partake in gracious      

activities and enjoy party delectables. It was 

a thoughtful and tastefully executed grand 

opening redux. 
 

Piedmont Athens Regional Medical 

Center Auxiliary Community Involvement 

is excited to announce that they have          

donated $1,000 to Lydia's Place (serving 

young adults age 17-24). This donation will 

support a basket drive that is intended to set 

up young adults, who are coming from foster 

care or homelessness, for    

success with back to school 

items. 
 

Archbold Memorial     

Hospital Auxiliary (Thomasville) members 

and community members made 70,000 masks 

that were available to those who needed them. 

The Scholarship Committee awarded $15,000 

to nine re-applicants. 
 

Wellstar Douglas Hospital (Douglasville):  

We send our sympathy to the Douglas Hospital 

community on the loss of their auxiliary     

president Jim Miller who left this world too 

soon. 
 

Wellstar Cobb Volunteers (Austell) are 

adopting a hospital department each month for 

special recognition and thanks. In September, 

we honored our Environmental Services team 

by providing cookies for 70 employees for    

National EVS Week. These employees work 

hard each day to make sure our hospital is clean 

and germ free for our patients, visitors and 

staff.  We wanted to show a small token of our 

appreciation to them for their hard work. They 

were so appreciative of the recognition, and we 

look forward to recognizing more departments 

in the coming months. 
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The St. Mary’s Hospital Auxiliary Staff      

Appreciation Committee (Athens), along with a  

donation from Publix Super Markets, put       

together fruit bags     

consisting of apples and    

oranges, to be distributed 

to all staff at St. Mary’s 

Hospital.  A very healthy 

treat for the hardest 

working hospital staff  

ever!! 

 

The Memorial Health Meadows Hospital 

Auxiliary (Vidalia) recently showed appreciation 

to hospital employees for their dedication and 

service to patients and community during the 

recent Covid-19 surge. 

On Sunday, September 5, the auxiliary donated 

150 boxed meals from Larry’s Giant Subs for 

both day shift and night shift employees. Meals 

included a sub, chips, pickle, and a cookie. 

The hospital is very grateful for the auxiliary’s 

continued support of employee needs during 

the Covid-19 surge. 

Memorial Health Meadows Hospital is a         

regional healthcare system featuring the only         

nationally accredited hospital in Montgomery, 

Toombs, Treutlen, and Tattnall 

counties. Meadows Hospital has a 

Level IV  trauma center and    

emergency department, a 15,000-square-foot 

cancer center, and a network of physician     

practices that serve Vidalia and the surrounding 

communities. We offer the latest in medical   

advancements including cutting-edge cancer 

care, life-saving heart attack procedures,    

women’s services, wound care, orthopedic 

medicine, and more. Memorial Health      

Meadows Hospital is part of the HCA 

Healthcare family, one of the nation's leading 

providers of healthcare services. HCA 

Healthcare is comprised of 185 hospitals and 

2,000+ sites of care in 20 states and the United 

Kingdom. For more information visit 

www.memorialhealthmeadows.com. 

 

                    Our Volunteers Around Georgia 
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Auxilians Donald Parker and Beth Lewis with hospital staff. 
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T he C ou ri e r  

Anna Claire Tippe  

Bryanna Marshal  

Hannah Claire Ross  
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2021 Community of Conscience Outreach Award 

Memorial Satilla Health 

“Stress to Smiles” 

In 2020 and 2021 Memorial Satilla Health has been an extremely stressful environment for our healthcare   

workers, just like at all other hospitals. The auxiliary noticed the entire staff seemed down and exhausted. 

We asked ourselves what we could do to get their minds off of what they were dealing with on the floors for 

just a little bit of time in order to boost their mood. Our first thought was to make it as easy as possible for all 

staff to participate. Next, we decided to explore the options of how and what we could do to turn our 

stressed-out staff into a smiling staff. The auxiliary hosted several guessing-game activities such as “Pecans for 

Thanksgiving,” “Snowman of Ornaments,” “Think Pink,” and “Eggs in the Basket” with monetary awards to 

go along with the games. Since we knew the staff was so busy, we made it possible for the employees to        

e-mail their guesses to the gift shop. We also came up with thoughtful things to present and deliver to the 

employees to boost their morale including “Cake Day Thursday,” “Watermelon Wednesday,” “You’re the 

Balm,” and “National Employee Appreciation Day.” We found out that saying “Thank you” really does ease 

their stress and puts the smiles back on their faces! 

Jill Blizzard 

2021 DVS of the Year 

Wayne  Memorial Hospital 

Jill is a rare individual who combines grace, intelligence, charm, and has the unique attribute of making each   

person she comes in contact with feel special. She always inspires the volunteers and hospital personnel. She 

raises the bar for our leaders. She has a heart of gold, working tirelessly, always giving relentlessly of her 

time. We are a lucky group to have such a wonderful listener and a person that shows respect for all          

volunteer problems. She has a beautiful personality that makes the room light up when she walks in. She 

works with our scholarship program as the liaison between our high school and the hospital. She is always on 

top of any changes within the hospital and makes sure our auxiliary staff is aware of those changes. Jill is   

never too busy to speak with anyone, even though her position makes high demands of her time. She listens, 

welcomes suggestions, and has a personable nature that often causes people to gravitate towards her. It is 

Jill’s innovative ideas, boundless energy, and positive attitude that encourages our auxiliary to be so          

successful. She always seeks new and creative approaches to raising funds for the hospital, and she also      

participates whole-heartedly in each fundraiser sponsored by the auxiliary. We are honored to nominate Jill 

for this prestigious award. She remains the driving force behind the accomplishments of our auxiliary. We 

hold her in high regard and know we are fortunate and blessed to have her lead our organization. This past 

year has been one for the history books, and Jill has led us through it all. 



 

A Message from Betty Walls 
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When I announced at the Zoom Meeting on October 5th who the DVS and CEO winners were, I  also 

said this was the first time that the DVS and CEO were from the same hospital. I made a mistake and 

would like to apologize. I did some checking and found out there were three (3) hospitals before this 

year where the DVS and CEO were from the same hospital. 

The four (4) hospitals are: 

1. 1993, DVS Sandra White and CEO Bernard Brown, Kennestone Hospital, Marietta 

2. 1996, DVS Jeanne Adams and CEO J. Stevens Barber, Dorminy M. C., Fitzgerald 

3. 2002 DVS Margie McDaniel and CEO George L. Heck, III, Coffee Reg. M. C., Douglas 

4. 2021 DVS Jill Blizzard and CEO Joseph P. Ierardi, Wayne Memorial Hospital, Jesup 

Joseph P. Ierardi 

2021 CEO of the Year Award 

Wayne Memorial Hospital 
 

In the years Mr. Ierardi has been at Wayne Memorial Hospital he has done everything in his power to 

strengthen the association between the auxiliary and the hospital. Mr. Ierardi is a leader and a motivator. He 

has an open-door policy, whereas, if an auxiliary member has a suggestion he is always ready to listen.  If 

there are any major changes within the hospital, Mr. Ierardi calls a department head meeting where the DVS 

is present and then reports back to the auxiliary board. He is visible throughout the hospital. He supports 

our in-house fundraisers such as jewelry, books, and sheet sales. He makes sure our volunteers get their meal 

ticket for the hours they work. 
 

Mr. Ierardi is a highly-professional executive with more than 19 years of experience in the health industry. 

He is focused on achieving excellent results in a very competitive environment that requires continuous    

improvement. He is successful in achieving revenue, profit, and business growth along with strong           

communication and business development skills with first-rate physicians, employees, and community         

relations. He is an “out of the box” thinker and visionary, and he is committed to bring the best to the       

hospital as a top healthcare provider. 
 

In April of each year he attends our awards banquet, a beautiful seated dinner, hosted by Mr. Ierardi and the 

hospital authority. At this banquet, the auxiliary members are awarded hourly bars that they have earned for 

the hours they’ve worked.  



Zoom Virtual Conference Pictures 

Tuesday, October 5 
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Martha Greene Tucker officiated the conference. 

Many joined via Zoom link. 



            Our Volunteers Around Georgia 
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           Meadows Hospital Auxiliary (Vidalia) 

           and Their Bananas! 

At the September meeting of the Meadows Hospital Auxiliary, 

auxilians wrote words of encouragement on 500 bananas.     

Messages such as “You are essential,” “Thanks for all your hard 

work,” and “May God bless your efforts,” were some of the 

phrases penned by the auxilians.   The bananas were distributed 

to the hospital staff and employees as a means to thank them for 

their service to the community during these trying times.  The 

bananas were donated by area grocery stores 

including Food Lion, Food World, Thriftway, 

and Walmart. Thanks to the overwhelming 

generosity of our donors, the auxiliary was 

able to hand out bananas to the entire day and 

evening shift. “We had so many bananas that 

we were even able to donate some to the   

employees and staff of Meadows Park Health 

and Rehabilitation, The Oaks at Bethany 

Skilled Nursing and Assisted Living, and    

Oxley Park Health and Rehabilitation Nursing Homes, 

“commented Auxiliary President Lisa Parker.   

 

The auxiliary is a volunteer organization whose mission is to support our local hospital and     

community.  Volunteers work a weekly shift of four and a half hours in various areas of the hospital 

including the Front Desk, Radiology, the Cancer Center, and the Gift Shop.  Volunteers also attend 

scheduled meetings and banquets.   
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Central 

Atrium Health Navicent The Medical Center                       

Monroe County Hospital 

 

North Central 

St. Mary’s Healthcare 

Piedmont Athens Regional Medical Center 

 

Northeast 

Emory University Hospital 

Northside Hospital Atlanta 

Northside Hospital Cherokee 

Northside Hospital Forsyth 

Northside Hospital Gwinnett 

 

Northwest  

Tanner Medical Carrolton 

Tanner Medical Villa Rica  

Wellstar Cobb  Hospital 

Wellstar Douglas  Hospital 

Wellstar Kennestone  Hospital 

  

 

Memorial Satilla Health 
Hospital Auxiliary 

recently celebrated their 

64th anniversary!  

Congratulations 
on 64 years of service to your 

Waycross, Georgia community. 

 

We Are Northside Hospital Forsyth 
Morning treats and basket of goodies 

were presented to our hospital employees 

for “treating everyone with 

compassion and kindness.” 

Wellstar Paulding  Hospital 

Wellstar Spalding Hospital 

 

Southeast 

Candler Hospital Savannah 

East Georgia Regional Medical Center 

Effingham Memorial Hospital 

Memorial Health Meadows Hospital 

Memorial Satilla Health 

Southeast Georgia Health System – Brunswick 

Southeast Georgia Health System – Camden 

St. Joseph’s Hospital Savannah 

Wayne Memorial Hospital 

 

Southwest 

 John D. Archbold Memorial Hospital 

Coffee Regional Medical Center 

Colquitt Regional Medical Center 

 Dorminy Medical Center 

 Grady General Hospital 

 Phoebe Sumter Medical Center 

Hospitals Receiving the 2021 Achievement Award 

Thanks NHF Administration & Northside Hospital Foundation. 


